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The AGSA is a ceremony aimed at showcosing beauty queens who have
made the most cutstanding contributions to the paogeant industry during the
yedr. To provide integrity in the judging of the cotegories, Mafional Directors
were invited to nominate beauty queens who have competed in their
respective pageant systems in the specified categories. The ceremony was
brought to you by MS Enterfainment Nebwaork in collaboration with StarCen-
fral Magozine,

Unfortunately for 2020, biosecuwrity meoasures and fravel restrictions have
been put in place to help prevent the spread of COVID-1%. Thus, for 2020,
each Mational Director were able to nominate their own champions from
fheir respective pageant systems and they awarded their champions during
fhe AGEA caremony.
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By Alwin Ignacio

Before lojo Almazora Sebastion becomes the first Hall of
Famer Pageant Host Inductee of the Australian Golden Sash
Awards, the hosting wonder from Down Under, share o
recollection from his reckless youth years in Laguna with its
bucolic charmms, loidback suroundings and the kindest of
people, an unforgettable all by myself past fime: " was
always in front of the mimror, with @ comb on my hand as my
pretend microphone,”

That season under the sun, the hosts who were en vogue are
rarfin Mievera, who babbled and out talked his Flipine celek-
rity guest in the late night talk show “Martin After Dark”™ and
Johnny Litton, the felevised conversations with the new
moneyad and seasoned bourgeoiie, hod o considerable
impact on the pubascent Sebastian,

The winner of the TV Presenter award from Aberdeen Fashion
Arts and Medio Awards, howeaver, gives credit to the main
person who was instrumental in planfing the “hosting seed” to
him. the ona and only Josephing Sebastian, his maommy
dearast,

He shares: “| believe it is my mom who brought about it during
rmy early childhood. You know, she has a strong and pleasing
personality, and it seems like in all the progroms of the various
organizations she was part of, her task was to be the host. She
tagged me along in those hosting gigs, and | was always
mesmerized by the way she handled herself on stage. She was
always confident, in and out of it, but she had o special aura
about when she held the microphong, | remeamiber her eyes
twinkled. She beomed. Her smile was radiant! Sesing my
mommy Josephineg on stage. made me feel good. | am so
proud her.”

When his time to host happened, it was in a local beauty pageant
in hiz hometown, He was a young man of sixteen summers then:
“The stage was all mine that time because my co-host did not
arrive. Was [ a nervous wreck? Of course! But you know, when I
was 16, | was not the type who will chicken out to an event just
beeause | will be going solo. 1 did give it my best, and [ should say,
I passed with flying colours I gpusss because at the end of the gig,
they gave me a talent fee of P500, From that earning, [ bought a
Penshoppe shirt that 1 was saving for the longest time, *

The shirt, he has kept it, neatly tucked in closet in his home away
from home, in Hawaii. A wonderful memento of how, when and
where he lost his hosting virginity,

Scbhastian admits that nowadays, he ztill gets nervous when he
does hosting. He explains: “T believe it is important to keep all
those butterflies in vour stomach, to he a little ill-at-ease, to be
even huffing and puffing like the big bad wolf. When vou do
something that vou love, all thess feelings, are part and parcel of
it, *

“For me, all of these means, that am not over confident and I am
not complacent with what I do that is why the good kind of
nervousness is still present,” the Evan Seacrest and Xian Lam
hosting admirer carries on, “Being over confident or complacent,
I never want to he in such a predicament. *

How does he conquer his stage jitters? Sebastian's swift reply
“Believe it or not, T learned to realize as [ mature as a hoat that
the amount of energy you spent in being nervous is the same
when vou are excited, vou know, What I dois that I psyche myself
by talking to the candidates before the pageant starts, IT does do
me good to have short and sweet conversationz with them.”

Phota Credit: Tony Palliser
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With 22 pogeants under his belt and maore of fhem are about
to transpire in the nearast future, Sebastian's impart what he
thinks are his strengths that pogeant organizers recognize and
cppreciate: “My main role as a host i fo moke sure that |
showcase each and every candidate, Usually, | request
permission from the pogeont organizers that | will be given
parrnission o chitchat with them. To know therm a little better
and nat just rely on what are written on the cue cards, | do my
research as well so that come pageant time, | will be able to
give the most import information about the lodies. They are
after all, the central figures to any given pageant.”

Some do's and don'ts in pageant hosting, Sebastian imparts:
"Maver outshing your co-host, if you have ona, You must wiork
s a team. | make it point to rehearse with my co-host, with the
permission of course from the pogeant organizers, Alsa, this
right is for the ladies, so they must bea front and centre and not
you. Mever take away their moment to shine. They rely on you
ta have their moment on the stage and it is imperative fo give
fhat to them. | don't cut their answers during the casual
interviews. | smile at them, look them in their eyes. And make
them feel that my sincerity and | am there fo listen to their
answers, | am their friend on stage.”

Jojo’s favourte pageant segment: “Oh, it is abways the award-
ing of the winner," he declares. "There is a magic that is so
palpable when the awarding of the winner happens. The joy
is authenfic. You know, thase ladies worked hard for it, Being a
condidate is not walk in the park and the one who becomes
queen truly deserves all the accolade and love.”

The low dawns in the world of pageant hosting are a plenty.
Sebostion divulges: “The criticisms con be savage and | had

my share of social media bullying. Some of criticisms of course

are objective. A handful are amusing. And there are a lot who
are just there to nit-pick or underming you simply because the
one they root for did not make the cut. They think since | am
the host, | did not annaunce tha right naome, *

“Some pageant fans are passionate about the queens they
support,” Sebastian confinues, “Instead of them camying out
their disgust and gripes to the arganizers, since | am the host,
| am the easiest target of their bashing and hating. | just take
it all in stride knowing that their fealings are eating them up.
There is a ready document, the paper that contains the
name of the gueen that con be shown to those who contin-
ue to pester and are not gracious in accepting the reality of
it all.”

“I keep myself curent by making sure that my skils are in
check, my infarmation is up to date and my humility intact by
embraocing the fact that there 5 no formulo to pogeant
hosting and my learning confinues,” avers Sebastion about his
edge, "l also love doing and trying new things when it comes
to hosting. Being curent does not mean totally forgetfing your
foundation, it means that your growth is constant and the
hunger ta learm and hone your new skills set are for real.
Observing. Researching. And communicating well helps you
fo evolve, You know, | constantly remind myself that | am only
as good as my last hosting gig. All the congratulations, | put it
to my heart and not in my head.”

In conclusion, the future is indeed rainbow coloured ond
sparkling for lojo Sebastian as he wants fo realize: “"Hosting the
Oscar's perhaps? That will be a blast. Or maybe, the most
coveted beauty title of all, the Miss Universe. Wowl That is
some dreom, huh! Or an awards night in my beloved
Fhilippines, | think that spells and screams fun!”




GET TO KNOW

MUKHERJEE

d4-year-old Debasrita Mukherjee is a mother of a 10-year-old gymnast, a wife, and the dufiful daughter
of two beautiful souls, who has taught her great life lessons. She feels life is foo short to be good at one
thing. Hence, she's an HR professional working for an esteemed organisafion in Sydney. She's alse a
Bollywood, Indian classical, and belly dancer as well as a plus-size model and an influencer. She's an
advocate of mental health awareness as well and she strongly stands for women’s rights, empowering
them and creating domestic violence awareness.

Debasrita has won numerous fitles in pageanftry in the last couple of years; she was the winner of Curves
and Curls international, a brand ambassadar for WOW, Mrs. Asia International, Mrs. Glamour Quarantine
Queen, Mrs. Confidence Face Of India, and runner up at mMrs. India Australia. Her motto in life is to inspire
women sfruggling with insecurities, body image issues, frauma, and mental health issues to embrace
themselves and feel confident about themselves. In her own words, "l have been through it all, and if |
can do it, so can you."
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.\cﬁsa Awardees mee‘r
/ MISS SUPERMODEL UNIVERSE FINALISTS

thtn;__)rapher] by TONY PALLISER
Models: CALIL PAIGE, ALINA, JAIME, MADDY and CHLOE
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